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Summary

The basis of the research is the analysis of the meaning of verbs. The procedure of this analysis consists of several steps.

 1. The first part of research is basically theoretical because words are considered as separated entities, being analyzed in isolation. The first step is the decomposition of verbs definitions (as they are represented in the vocabulary), after which the meaning of verbs can be divided into separate components. These components are semes, which together form the meaning of a word.

The results of this part of work were as follows:

*The general meaning of the lexical group of the verbs of cognition is ‘receiving knowledge in the process of some mental or speech activity’. The difference between the group of the verbs of cognition and the verbs of mental activity should be stressed. The latter expresses only the process of thinking, while the former accounts for the result of some activity, which leads to knowledge.

*It was discovered what semes are common to all the verbs of the lexical group. For the group of the verbs of cognition this seme is “receiving knowledge”. In Russian the verbs expressing the most general idea of cognition are узнавать, познавать, знать. They more or less correspond to the English verbs to learn, to know.

*Other semes, which form the meaning of these verbs, are optional, they specify the general meaning of cognition and differentiate verbs within the group. These semes are: manner/way of cognition, duration, memory, and intensiveness. In Russian there is also a seme of scientific cognition (such verbs as исследовать, осматривать, наблюдать).

* Several ways of obtaining knowledge were made explicit through the analysis of definitions. They are the following: mental activity, perceptual activity, conversation, and emotions.

2. The second part of the work is the analysis of the verbs use in texts, that is context analysis. The surrounding words and the context of a situation can make the semes explicit. 

Words that indicate what semes make up the meaning of a given verb are usually adverbs of manner, objects, and sometimes subjects. But it should be stressed that context is not only represented by the surrounding words, but also by the structure of the sentence and by the morphological structure of the word. It is especially important in Russian where prefixes and suffixes add much to the meaning.

Thanks to the context analysis of verbs of cognition it is possible to postulate some typical situations of cognition and divide the lexical group into some sub-groups. These sub-groups are the following: “verbs of memory”, “verbs of learning”, “verbs of speech”, “verbs of eyesight” and  “verbs of scientific investigation”.

Moreover, having analyzed the context situations of cognition, we can describe some typical objects of cognition. The most frequent situations of cognition are reading, talking, observing, and learning. Hence such objects as texts, pictures, and complicated objects as languages, sciences skills are usually objects of cognition.

